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[bookmark: _GoBack]Emerson: The Poet, “The Sayer, The Namer”
	Emerson is telling of a cultural need that poets should fill. During his and Whitman’s time, people realized (more than before) that poetry could be used in a free form to describe ordinary events in a way that provoked the senses. In different paragraphs, Emerson describes different roles of a poet: “the man of Beauty,” who interprets nature; “the sayer, the namer,” who connects language to nature; the purveyor of imagination, who “shar[es] the path […] of things through forms;” and so forth. These were often previously thought of as means to an end – poets would use these only to tell a story. Emerson is suggesting that these characteristics – serving as an interpreter, as well as one who imagines and connects to nature – are the main purpose of poetry. Whitman and Emerson respond to the same cultural needs because Emerson described this idea, and in Whitman’s works, he acted it out. 

